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FOUR WALLS AND A ROOF IS JUST THE STARTING PLACE FOR
ONNI GROUP’S INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
By Nina Fedrizzi
If home is where the heart is, than it’s a community that gives
a home its sense of purpose. After more than 50 years in the
real estate development business, Onni Group, partner of
Thunderbird Show Park, makes a strong case for that idea.
Having constructed more than 15,000 new homes;
11.5 million square feet of office, retail, and industrial
space; and owned and managed more than 7,200 rental
apartments across North America and beyond, Onni
understands from experience that there’s more to the
notion of “home” than simply a place to lay your head.
“We believe that dynamic and active communities increase
residents’ well being and build stronger relationships between
our company and our various stakeholders—residents,
municipalities, vendors, and so on,” Duncan Wlodarczak,
Chief of Staff for Onni Group. “We are always excited to
support local partnerships in the communities that we have the
privilege to live, work, and play in. It is these partnerships that
truly enhance both the community and our own organization.”
Through its global support of non-profit groups, sports teams,
local businesses, organizations, and events such as tbird, Onni’s
charitable efforts have donated more than $1.5 million to
causes across the continent. In the Greater Vancouver area, this
includes partnerships that have a direct, measurable impact on
two of Onni’s biggest motivators: local economies and the next
generation. Among the group’s longstanding beneficiaries are
Embers, an agency offering temporary job placements across
the region; and Canada Scores, which provides free, after-school
programming to vulnerable children in the Vancouver area.
“Healthcare is another imperative aspect to our communities,
and we understand the importance of having adequate
funding to provide high-quality and efficient health care,”
Wlodarczak adds. To that end, Onni has established
partnerships with a number of health care centers at the local
level and internationally, including BC Children’s Hospital,

BC Women’s Hospital Foundation, BC Cancer Foundation,
and the California Medical Center Foundation.
“We understand that our business is dependent upon our
customers and the communities we serve,” Wlodarczak, noting
that thinking big-picture about the places that Onni develops is an
approach that makes a difference—and is just good common sense.
“[Our work] creates a larger public desire to be a part
of these neighborhoods, which, in turn, encourages
people to purchase, rent, and/or shop in our flourishing
communities. This helps the company continue to grow,
create jobs, and take on new and exciting projects, as well
as build upon the positive legacy we strive to achieve”
That positive legacy is the guiding principle behind the projects
that Onni selects for its charitable and sponsorship efforts. Its
partnership with the Thunderbird Show Park—a family owned and
operated business for nearly five decades—is thoroughly in-line.
“Thunderbird welcomes Onni Group as our partner in
promoting excellence in horse show jumping. While tbird is
one of North America’s premier equestrian facilities, Onni
is one of North America’s leading real estate developers,”
tbird President, Tournament Director, and second-generation
operator Jane Tidball. “Both family-owned businesses are fully
committed to quality, innovation, and customer satisfaction, as
is born out in the longevity of both enterprises, being part of
their communities for generations. It is a dovetailed partnership
with the Onni family, which is fully committed to celebrating the
creation of new communities where people can enjoy their lives.”
And, if anyone knows what it takes to create a true sense
of home, it’s Onni Group. Wlodarczak, “By supporting a
wonderful local business like tbird, we are also committing
to helping those in our community to live well.” <
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BACK FROM THE BRINK: LAURA JANE TIDBALL
ON THE POWER OF PERSEVERANCE
NAVIGATING THE LONG ROAD TO RECOVERY FROM A CATASTROPHIC INJURY ONE STEP AT A TIME.
By Liz Brown
Canadian team member Laura Jane (LJ) Tidball
remembers thinking ‘oh well, I guess I’m coming off’
when a young horse she was competing took one stride
in a two during the April show at Thunderbird last year.

The next thing LJ remembers is lying in a hospital bed.

“Young horses make mistakes like this. I knew I was
going to fall, but didn’t think it was going to be that
detrimental,” said LJ.

Then the doctor broke the news: yes, her collarbone was
broken—in two places—but that wasn’t the worst of it.
She had also broken her pelvis in three spots, fractured
her ribs in 17 places, punctured a lung and had a hairline
fracture in a vertebrate. >

But the horse became tangled in the poles in such a
way that it flipped and landed on her. “It was a perfect
storm,” she said.

“My first thought was ‘how bad is this? Maybe if it’s just
my collarbone, I’ll still be able to compete at the Nations
Cup in Mexico in two days.’”
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LJ had always dreamed of representing Canada in
international competition. After her debut and win at the
Nations Cup in Mexico in 2018, she had high hopes for the
2019 Nations Cup. Now, she found herself in a wheelchair
not knowing when she’d ride again.

Those first months back LJ was cautious, only riding her
own horse. “Brent and Laura Balisky, my aunt and uncle and
business partners, were amazing and encouraged me every
day, but never pushed me to do more than I could handle,”
she said.

“I was heartbroken,” she confessed.

As LJ grew physically stronger and able to jump higher,
she enlisted the help of a sports psychologist to regain
her confidence as well. “Before my accident, I was a really
consistent and confident rider. After the accident, I had a lot
of ups and downs,” she recalled.

After seven days in the hospital and surgeries to repair her
pelvis and collarbone, LJ went home. Facing pain, rehab and
the psychological impact of a significant setback, she focused
on the small things, day-to-day, to get herself back in the
saddle.
“The first few weeks after I got out of the hospital flew by.
There were appointments, I had to figure out how to get of
the wheelchair, then how to use crutches. It was all about
getting from point A to point B,” she said.
LJ enlisted the help of one of her clients who is a chiropractor
and co-owner of a multi-discipline wellness clinic. A
combination of laser, acupuncture and rehab exercises
helped her become a ‘whole person’ again. She began
walking without crutches, getting stronger each day.
“I had it in my mind that if you break a bone, you should be
able to start riding again in six weeks,” she said. “So that was
my goal.”
At her six week follow-up appointment, her surgeon seemed
doubtful she’d be up to riding so soon, but gave her the
greenlight with the caveat ‘don’t fall off.’
While her ambitions were running high, LJ’s first ride
aboard her Grand Prix horse, Concetto Son, was a reality
check. When she went to start trotting, it felt as if her body
didn’t know how to post any more.
The muscles on the inside of her left leg had atrophied and
her balance and alignment wasn’t the same as it had been
pre-accident. It took two months for LJ to be comfortable at
the walk, trot and canter again.
By August, she had built up enough strength and
confidence to steer her horse around the 1.20 metre class
at Thunderbird’s Summer Fort Welcome, the first of three
shows in tbird’s Summer Series. “It was the first time I’d
jumped over a metre,” she said.
By the third week of competition, she was riding in the
international division, finishing the week with a single time
fault in Friday’s 1.50m CSI-W 4* Grand Prix.

In November, LJ travelled to Morocco to compete
internationally with friend and fellow Canadian team
member Tiffany Foster, a rider also experienced in coming
back from catastrophic injury. The first week of competition
went smoothly. On the second, LJ found herself facing a
triple combination in the Grand Prix that was strikingly
similar to the one that caused her accident.
“I rode terrible that day,” she admitted.
Slowly, step-by-step, and with the help of her sports
psychologist, LJ regained her confidence and consistency.
“He told me to give myself a break. I had to learn to be kind
to myself and not put so much pressure on myself,” she said.
On the third and final week of the Moroccan tour, she and
Concetto Son logged a top 10 finish in the CSI-W 4* Grand
Prix of his Royal Majesty Mohammed VI with a faultless first
round.
In the months since, she’s continued to build on that work
and spent this past winter competing in Florida. Now, a full
year after her injuries, LJ feels that she can once again get
on any horse and walk into any competition and not have
the fear she had in those months immediately following
her accident. She’s ready to pursue her goals again with
confidence and consistency.
For riders facing similar setbacks, LJ said it’s important to
remember that the road to recovery is a long and deliberate
process that requires support from many people.
“Just take one step forward and continue in the direction
you want to go. It’s easy to get halfway to your goal and think
you can’t go the whole way, but every time you work through
a problem and situation you will get better. If this sport is
something you love, you will come back, you just have to
persevere.” <
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WHAT TO DO ON YOUR OFF DAY AT TBIRD
TOP FIVE WINE TOURS IN LANGLEY
By Aubrey Moore
Mondays were meant for exploring! (And taking a break
from the horse show.) Check out all the best boutique
shopping, cultural events, and cuisine experiences
that the township of Langley has to offer on your off
day at Thunderbird Show Park! Surrounded by idyllic
mountains and waterways, the Fraser Valley is known for
its world class wines, and with one of these five tasting
experiences you are sure to sip on a well-deserved break.

over the scenic vineyard, or bring a picnic and enjoy the
sun in their spacious outdoor area.

CHABERTON ESTATE WINERY

For those looking to make an evening of it, Chaberton
Estate Winery offers not only a premier wine tasting
experience, but delicious French cuisine as well. Begin
your evening with a sampling of wines in the tasting
room and end the night with a romantic dinner for
two at Chaberton’s Bacchus Bistro. Or if you’d prefer
TOWNSHIP 7 VINEYARDS & WINERY
A classic winery experience, there’s a reason Township an earlier adventure, take part in the 11:30 a.m. or 3:00
7 Winery is currently celebrating its 20th anniversary p.m. winery tour and make plans to stop by the Bistro
in the business. Offering a variety of tastings from their for a delicious lunch.
Chardonnay and Pinot Noir vines, Township 7 is open
seven days a week at their South Langley location. Pull VISTA D' ORO FARMS & WINERY
up a stool and sample some of the region’s finest wines If French cuisine and classic estates are not your style,
in their rustic cellar tasting room.
Vista D’oro Farms and Winery offers a small farm feel
to your wine experience. A self-described “agritourism
destination,” Vista D’oro is a working farm focusing
FESTINA LENTE ESTATE WINERY & MEADERY
If you’re looking for more than just a typical wine tour, on the growing of heritage orchard fruits, heirloom
visit Festina Lente Estate Winery and Meadery, a small tomatoes, and grapes. When you arrive, take a moment
hobby farm that offers a selection of delicious honey to enjoy the scenic and peaceful location before you stop
wines (as well as tasty local wildflower honey). Festina by the Farmgate Shop and Tasting Room to sample their
Lente means "Make Haste Slowly," and you’ll want to unique walnut Wine and pick up a jar of preserves made
take your time as you drive through the beautiful grounds from fruit grown right on the property.
and experience the cozy tasting room. The Festina Lente
shop is open 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily, and specialty Whether you are seeking a classic vineyard experience,
complete with rolling hills and cedar barrels, or a local
group tastings can be booked through their website.
hobby farm is more your speed, Langley’s top five wine
tours and tastings are sure to delight and impress. So
SINGLE TREE WINERY
Interested in supporting a local family establishment? sip a local offering and take a moment to relax. There’s
Single Tree Winery is a 12-acre farm owned and operated plenty more excitement at tbird to come!of strength.
by the Etsell family, who work together to do everything That is probably why the top, most-consistent winners
from raising the grapes to manufacturing and marketing are 12, 13, 14 years of age,” he continues.
their wines. Enjoy a Single Tree sample as you look out
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SHOW JUMPING THEN AND NOW
CAPTAIN CANADA ON THE EVOLUTION OF SHOW JUMPING

By Carley Sparks
Much has changed in the sport of showjumping over the
past 50 years. The attire is more technically advanced.
The jumps are lighter. The regard for brain protection,
greater. One consistent over that half century has been
Ian Millar’s dominance at the top level of the sport.
The Canadian icon holds the world record for Olympic
appearances (10) by any athlete, in any sport. He was the
first rider to claim back-to-back World Cup titles (1988
and 1989.) And, in 2014, the then 67-year old won Spruce
Meadow’s richest Grand Prix for the third time. You
don’t achieve that kind of longevity in elite sport unless
you evolve along with it. In a way, you could say Millar
is the missing link in showjumping.

1. THE COURSES ARE MORE TECHICIAL
“Back in the day a horse galloped on a 12 foot stride. The
original thinking of course designers was that if you did
anything other than build on a 12 foot stride you were a
bad course designer,” Millar.
“In today’s courses, you rarely find one distance on a 12
foot stride. A horse’s stride has to range from as short as
eight or nine feet to as long as 15 or 16 feet.”

2. THE HORSES ARE OLDER

“For a horse to be able to keep the rhythm, the balance,
the power in those different stride lengths is quite a
Here Captain Canada shares five ways show jumping trick. It’s a function of a lovely gallop, of training, of
balance, of strength. That is probably why the top, mostcourses and horses have changed since yesteryear.
consistent winners are 12, 13, 14 years of age." >
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“Again, back in the day, when a horse got to be double
digit age, it was over. The minute you said a horse was
10 years old, your sale was dead in the water. Now, if you
said 15 or 16, it’d be a hard sell. But a lot of people want
to buy horses that are 12 to 14 because they know those
horses absolutely have the skills.”

3. THE JUMPS ARE MORE CHALLENGING
“The way the jumps are built today would have been
called unfair or illegal in the past. When you have a light
three-by-three inch rail sitting on a dead flat cup and it’s
only seven to eight feet long, a strong wind will blow it
off. Some of these big oxers only have three rails in front
as a face, no other material whatsoever, and back rail a
long way away. Those jumps would have been regarded
as totally unfair obstacles,” says Millar.
“Now, that’s normal.”

4. TIME ALLOWEDS ARE STRICTER
“Leopoldo Palacios was the pioneer on stricter Time
Alloweds and he didn’t back off. There was a lot of
pressure from riders and other course designers that it
was ridiculous; if you couldn’t build a course without
using the Time Allowed, you needed to improve you’re

course designing skills,” recalls Millar.
“Now, every course designer around the world uses the
Time Allowed good and hard. Most of these competitions
at the top level you’d double the number of clear rounds
if the course designer allowed another four seconds.
It’s become a much bigger factor in how you tackle the
course.”

5. COURSES DEMAND BETTER RIDE-ABILITY
“Tighter Time Alloweds demand greater rideablilty. The
minute you speed it up, the horse’s blood comes up as
well. The faster you go, the more blood you get, the more
emotion and disposition you get [from your horse], and
that of course increases the chance of the jumps getting
knocked down,” explains Millar.
“Flat training is so important now in creating a clear
round.”
More changes will inevitably come. But as Millar’s
exemplary career demonstrates, only those who evolve
with the sport will be up to the challenge.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL 2020 RIDERS

POPESCU
HOLDINGS INC.

JustWorld makes it easy for
equestrians to make a diﬀerence.
Since 2003, thousands of riders, horse shows,
and makers in the industry have joined together
to support a global campaign against poverty.
B ecause hungry and sick children cannot learn,
JustWorld focuses funding toward educaaon
and nutriion programs in some of the most
challenged communiies in the world.
Educaaon builds human capital, which
translates into economic growth and the
p athway out of poverty. This is the JustWorld
approach to create a more “just” world.
Help connnue to transform the lives
of children who need it most.

WWW.JUSTWORLDINTERNATIONAL.ORG
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LEADING A MOVEMENT OF CHANGE
At the largest waste disposal site in the country of
Cambodia, scavengers sift through hundreds of tons of
new waste dumped each day looking for recyclables to
resell or simply how to piece together their next meal.
Welcome to Stung Meanchey; the outskirts of the capital
city, Phnom Penh.
Forty years ago, the Khmer Rouge Regime terrorized
the Southeast Asian country, killing more than 2
million people; roughly 1/3 of the entire population.
What followed the brutal genocide was a civil war that
continued through the early 1990’s. The result left a
country rebuilding in every sense of the world. Living
precariously and with lack of sufficient resources, today
nearly half of the population is under the age of 24. Many
of the poorest families call the municipal dump site
home. They eat, sleep, and drink here. Some children
are even born here.
All the way across the planet, is another country that has
been shaped by a history of violence. This is Guatemala.
After thirty years of internal violence and war, many

Guatemalans were forced to choose how to cope
with the violence plaguing their country, collaborate
with military-controlled developments for protection
which is what has happened on a very large scale. The
displacement of hundreds of thousands of citizens in
this Central American country resulted in high levels
of poverty and a lack of social and economic mobility.
The poverty in Guatemala has been a breeding ground
for violent behavior and organized crime like drug
trafficking, kidnapping and robberies, with youth and
youth gangs as the main perpetrators.
In Langley, British Columbia, the westernmost province
in Canada, you’ll find Thunderbird Show Park (tbird)
where the generosity of its leadership, competitors, and
spectators have begun to make a significant impact in
the lives of children and their families in Cambodia
and Guatemala. President Jane Tidball, and her entire
team at Thunderbird Show Park, are passionate about
changing lives for the better and they have made an
impact through JustWorld International. >
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For seventeen years, JustWorld’s mission has been to seek
out, vet for soundness, and fund-to-completion global
humanitarian programs to aid children who fall beyond the
reach of government and large-scale organization support.
The result has been the construction of entire schools,
meals for children, and the employment of teachers
and doctors. JustWorld has established and sustained
an academic infrastructure in economically-challenged
countries around the world that, so far, has educated close
to 77,000 children and, in the last five years alone, has
served 1.8 million meals. In countries like Cambodia and
Guatemala, JustWorld is helping repair the social fabric
frayed by poverty and crime.
Last year, the Thunderbird management team took a
hands-on approach and traveled together to the JustWorld
partner organization in Guatemala; volunteering at the
school JustWorld funds, preparing and serving meals to
the more than 400 students, while spending time with
the teachers and students. Thunderbird also had the
opportunity to spend time with Los Patojos founder, Juan
Pablo Romero Fuentes, to learn about his whole-child
methodology and witness the success of the program.
After learning and evaluating needs for the students, the
tbird team was moved to purchase a school bus for the
school that will allow the children to travel to the new
recreational center as well as take field trips to broaden
their education.
Because of the support of Thunderbird and the JustWorld
community, Juan Pablo shared that Los Patojos will
graduate their first class of high school students and each
of these students will be equipped to either be accepted
into university or employed with a career-based job. In
order to continue the transformation and address the need
for education systems like Los Patojos, a new school will

also be built allowing for more children to have access to
the teaching methodology of Juan Pablo and Los Patojos.
“If it weren’t for these schools and essential tools, the
children would have little opportunity to escape the cycle
of poverty they were born into,” said Tidball, who in 2013
also traveled to visit the JustWorld partner organization
outside of the dump site in Cambodia. “The school we
support in Cambodia, through JustWorld, allows the
parents and families to have a way of supporting themselves
without the kids having to go to work [at the dump site]
at a young age” she added. A variety of clever initiatives
throughout the horse show season help to fund the “Rice
for Families” project which incentivizes school attendance,
where children will not only receive a proper education
but also have access to quality nutrition. “It’s a brilliant
program; the children go to school and in exchange, the
whole family gets a large bag of rice every week. It allows us
to break the cycle of poverty—education is the key” Tidball
concluded.
The partnership between JustWorld and Thunderbird
Show Park has been a great milestone for thousands of
children around the world who depend on donor-funded
programming. Thunderbird has provided a resource for
riders and spectators to become a part of powerful and
impactful change, giving children in need the ability to
achieve their dreams through education.
“We are so thankful to have the platform to unite
equestrians to join this movement of change,” stated Chris
Pack, Thunderbird’s Chief Operating Officer. “We will
continue our efforts at Thunderbird and invite everyone
who enjoys the tbird experience to do the same.”
To learn more on how to get involved, please visit: www.
justworldinternational.org
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BABEL THE GREAT
HOW ONE UNASSUMING HOMEBRED GELDING IS MAKING PATRICIO
PASQUEL’S FIVE STAR DREAMS COME TRUE.
By Carley Sparks
In the sport of show jumping you will encounter
three types of Grand Prix horses, according to show
jumping scientist Dr. Tim Worden. There are good
horses, good horses that have great moments, and great
horses. That last category is as rare as they are coveted.
“Few and far between, great horses will produce a number
of major wins in their career and have all of the physical
qualities needed to succeed, as well as tremendous heart and
a competitive drive,” explained Dr. Worden. “Pair a great
horse with a great rider and magic happens in the ring.”
Last year’s winner of the $235,000 CSIO5* Longines
Grand Prix at Thunderbird Show Park in Langley,
BC is a “great horse.” Babel, ridden by Mexican team
veteran Patricio Pasquel, is a homebred gelding that
has been carefully developed to the top level of the
sport. The pair has travelled the globe to compete
in—and win—some of the most prestigious classes.
But for such an accomplished horse, the chestnut

gelding had a rather inauspicious start.“When he
was a young horse he never gave us anything to
brag about,” Patricio, “but he always did his job.”
At age three, Patricio was convinced that Babel was
“not good” as a jumper and seriously considered selling
him. But then his diamond in the rough started to
shine in the show ring. “He was five-year-old champion
of Mexico and I said, ‘Okay, he’s not that bad.’ Then
he was six-year-old champion of Mexico. I said,
‘Okay, he’s getting better.’ Then he was seven-year-old
champion of Mexico and I said, “We’ve got a good one!'”
Babel’s track record has only improved; collecting wins
north of the border and overseas. At ten, the chestnut
gelding captured his first 5* Grand Prix. At 12, he won a
CSI5* competition in Dinard, France and jumped double
clear in the CSIO5* Nations Cup at the famed Dublin
horse show, helping Mexico to a history making victory. >
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Last year at tbird, the seasoned winners captured the
second 5* grand prix of their considerable career.

is jumping each obstacle with a high degree of bodily
awareness and a desire to avoid every rail.

“He’s a winner,” said Pasquel. “He has won over 130 first
place [ribbons]. He’s amazing, he’s really amazing… I’m
the lucky guy to get on him.”
But perhaps Babel is just as lucky. According to Dr.
Worden’s data, the most important factor determining
whether a horse will be a winner in the show jumping ring
is the partnership with the rider.

“This is highlighted by the variety of jumping styles he will
use to clear a jump—often making minor adjustments over
each fence based on his approach and take off. Babel is
incredibly mindful of the jump below him and instinctively
moves his body to avoid hitting it. His body may slightly
twist over one jump, or he may kick out his legs over the
next—all to produce a clean jump.”

“Today’s competitions are incredibly technical—course
designers require horses to be able to jump obstacles with
diverse dimensions, challenging distances between jumps,
unique approaches, and so on, all while travelling at 350–
400 metres a minute.”

One final point—and one critical to the success of Patricio
and Babel’s partnership—is their ability to perform well in
a grass ring. In modern show jumping, horses are typically
asked to jump on either grass or synthetic sand surfaces,
grass being much less common compared to 50 years ago.

“For a horse to navigate a course and jump clear, it needs
to quickly and accurately respond to the cues the rider
is giving and integrate this information with their own
perception of the course. For their part, the rider must
be able to provide the right cues at the correct time (e.g.
asking a horse to shorten the stride between two jumps or
navigating a tight inside turn).”

“Some horses will struggle on grass, while others will
thrive. Babel falls into the later grouping of horses, as his
results indicate he loves jumping on grass—as highlighted
by a number of top results throughout his career on grass
surfaces, including last year’s major win at Thunderbird,”
Dr. Worden.

Patricio and Babel check all those boxes.
“Patricio and Babel have an excellent partnership and are
able to complete the most challenging courses accurately
and efficiently. Patricio has been riding Babel for almost
a decade now and their time working together shows with
the quality of their performances in the ring. They exude
teamwork and never seem to argue on course, which results
in smooth rounds with little wasted effort,” Dr. Worden.
That is an observation reflected in their stats. “Impressively,
it is rare for Patricio and Babel to not complete a round and
their rate of putting in clear rounds in FEI competition
(over 50% in the past year) is truly world class.”
A primary factor working in their favor is Babel’s natural
footspeed and “carefulness.” “Another aspect you look for
in a top jumping horse is their desire to leave all of the
jumps up,” Dr. Worden. “Babel is an exceptionally careful
horse and when you watch him perform you can see he

“Generally, grass rings tend to be larger and there is often
more galloping between the jumps, and this seems to be
right up Babel’s alley. He is a very efficient mover and
jumper, and thus can conserve his energy. A lot of horses
canter on the grass and can get bogged down, while Babel
is able to float atop the surface. Watching Babel jump
on grass is beautiful and the faster he goes the better he
becomes.”
Patricio. “He’s naturally a fast horse, so I know if I go the
right pace and he does his job, he’s really difficult to beat.
“He’s quite a horse,” Patricio.
Or, you could say, they’re quite a combination. <

Proud Sponsors of Thunderbird Show Park

• 2 Oversized Outdoor Arenas
• 1 Large Indoor Arena
• Top of the Line All-Weather Footing
• 12' x 12' Mattress Based Stalls

• Covered Equicizer & Round Pen
• Indoor Heated Wash Racks
• Numerous Individual Paddocks
• Private Trails

Thumbs Up Farm is easily accessible from
Seattle and all points on the Eastside
Located at Shelburne Farms
24221 NE Union Hill Road Redmond, WA 98053

www.thumbsupfarm.com
thumbsupfarm@aol.com

John's Cell: 206-396-2681
Quinn's Cell: 253-686-0221

Specializing in partnering horse and rider

Clare Warren, Corene
Smith & Payton Smith

Rockmeadow Equestrian Center
20722 SE 34th St, Sammamish, WA 98075

(206) 200-7101
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A LOOK BACK AT THE 2019 LONGINES FEI NATIONS CUP
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AVENUE

INTEGRITY
INTEGRIT
Y

GIVE YOURSELF T H E

The equipment you need to keep
your property, proper.That’s the
Avenue Advantage.

WWW.AVENUEMACHINERY.CA

STABLES • INDOOR ARENAS • CUSTOM HOMES • COMMERCIAL

TIDBALL CONSTRUCTION LTD.
www.tidballconstruction.com
Fort Langley, BC
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ARTIST SPOTLIGHT: HORSE FOR HORSES ART
GRACE ABBOT IS A 13-YEAR-OLD ARTIST ON A MISSION
By Carley Sparks

The late Tom Stone was a Canadian landscape artist who
was known for his “great skill in the handling of snow,
especially with the impressions of the gleam of waning
sunlight on it.” His work was so renowned he was once
invited to join the famed Group of Seven.
Thirteen-year-old Grace Abbot is a distant relative
of Stone. She also plays with impressions of light and
movement, but rather than snowy mountain scenes her
preferred subject is the horse. It was a sketch Friesian
with its’ mane flowing to the side that solidified her
artist status.
“It was one of the first good sketches I did. Something
just clicked with that one and I felt a lot more proud
of my art and ready to share it with more people,” she
shared. A student of Langley Fine Arts School, Grace has
been creating art “since I could hold a pencil.” Despite
having no immediate family connections to equestrian
sport or the art community, she began sketching horses
at age four—and hasn’t stopped since.

“I spend a lot of time on Pintrest finding different horses.
I like doing a variety of stuff. My art kind of reflects my
mood, though; it’s whatever catches my eye.”
Lately, that’s been watercolor.
“I really got into watercolor a year ago,” Grace said, who
was gifted a watercolor set for her birthday. “I like how
watercolor feels like a really natural medium. You have
less control.”
A bit like the horses that inspire her, you might say.
While beautiful horses have long been a muse for Grace,
her personal contact with them didn’t begin until Grade
2 when she started taking riding lessons. At age 10, she
was riding at the Horse Protection Society of BC and
photographing their rescue and rehabilitation horses for
sketch studies. Earlier this year, she started part-leasing
a grey Quarter Horse named Leo at Twin Creeks, where
she trains with Cindy Waslewsky.
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But like every aspiring equestrian, a horse of her own is
the end game. “I really want to own a horse,” she shared.

“Jane and I went back and forth on the concept,”
explained Grace.

Three years ago, Grace started Hope for Horses to earn
money toward that goal and to raise funds for the Horse
Protection Society. What began with a few candles has
grown into a commission art and sales business that
donates a portion of its sales to the equine charity. Her
most recent client: Thunderbird Show Park.

The end product is a watercolor depiction of a tbird
ribbon pinned to a close up sketch of a Warmblood
jumper. It’s a work that belies the artist’s age and
underscores her obvious talent.

President Jane Tidball was tipped off to Grace’s work
by a friend and reached out to commission an original
piece for tbird’s annual thank you card to sponsors.
“When I read Grace Abbot’s motto ‘Helping horses
means the world to me because horses are my world’ I
knew right then that her beautiful sketches came directly
from the heart,” said Jane.

“I hadn’t done a lot of watercolor and sketch
combinations,” shared Grace. “It was cool to combine
the two.”
It also puts the young artist one sketch closer to making
her hope a reality, a vision Jane applauded: “I sincerely
look forward to Grace’s success and future with art and
horses.”

™
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Welcome

to the Township of Langley

Langley is the Fraser Valley’s premier wine and libations destination, and home
of historical Fort Langley; the birthplace of British Columbia. You’ll also discover
authentic farm experiences, beautiful parks and trails, trendy restaurants & lounges,
exciting sport venues, unique shopping, and so much more!
EAT & DRINK

A lush agricultural region overflowing with farm fresh delicatessens, trendy
and elegant fine dining, family friendly eateries, and delectable treats including
world renowned wines, beer, spirits, and ciders that your taste buds are sure
to enjoy. Many of our restaurants buy local ingredients, showcase our local
wineries & breweries, and offer amazing brunch specials, happy hours, and
patio menus. Come hungry!

@danielle.campani

LIBATIONS

Home to nine wineries, a cidery, distillery, meadery, three breweries and two
more on the way, Langley is the perfect libations destination. Cruise around
South Langley and experience our libations with Fraser Valley E-Cycle, or
check-in on the Fraser Valley Ale Trail with the BC Ale Trail app!
SHOP

Langley is becoming one of the biggest “Buy Local” destinations in the Fraser
Valley! Our communities such as Fort Langley, Walnut Grove, and Willoughby
are full of unique boutiques and eateries that are locally owned. With organic
and vegan offerings, healthy food alternatives, gorgeous home decor, and
beautiful clothing and handmade jewelry boutiques, you’ll be sure to find
whatever it is that you are looking for. Willowbrook Shopping Centre houses
all of the larger brand names like H&M, The Bay, Sport Chek and many others.
If you love to shop, you definitely need to come visit us in Langley.

SEE & DO

Come explore a self-guided Circle Farm Tour and check out our wineries,
breweries and libations scene while you’re at it. Make sure you leave time to
visit our historic attractions and museums, the Greater Vancouver Zoo, and
don’t forget to take in the beauty of our golf courses, parks and nature trails
if you get the opportunity.

PLAN

Come for the wine tours and stay for the inexplicable feeling that overcomes
you while you are here. Explore our community, visit our businesses and get
to know the people that simply make you feel so at HOME.

www.tourism-langley.ca | @tourismlangley | info@tourism-langley.ca

Join Horse
Join
Horse
Council
BC Today!
Council BC Today!

Horse Council BC (HCBC) is the Provincial Organization for Equestrian Sport & Recreation in the
province. HCBC also represents the interests of the equine industry in all sectors throughout British
Columbia
and connects
andisstrengthens
theOrganization
BC horse community.
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By joining HCBC, you show your support for:
• Horse Welfare in BC
• The
Preservation
of BC Trail
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A Nationally
Accredited
Coaching
Program
• The BC
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Based
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FinancialScience
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Right
To Ride
• Horse Welfare in BC
• The Preservation of BC Trail Systems
• The BC Horse Industry
• Quality Science Based Education

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT WWW.HCBC.CA
Horse Council BC 27336 Fraser Hwy., Aldergrove, BC V4W 3N5 tf: 1.800.345.8055 p: 604.856.4304 f: 604.856.4302
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A GUIDE TO THUNDERBIRD SHOW PARK

DIRECTIONS FROM HIGHWAY 1
Thunderbird Show Park is located at the corner of 72nd Avenue and 248th Street.24550 - 72 Avenue, Langley, BC. For
further information please visit www.tbird.ca or give us a call in the office at 604.888.4585.

EAST

From the East, take 232nd Street Exit (Exit 66), proceed straight ahead through the traffic circle to 72nd Avenue.

WEST
From the West, take 232nd Street Exit (Exit 66) North, after passing over the freeway, turn right at 72nd Avenue.

OFFERING THREE LOCATIONS JUST 15 MINUTES FROM THUNDERBIRD SHOW PARK

HOTEL ABBOTSFORD AIRPORT

3010 Mt. Lehman Rd | Abbotsford, BC |
V4X 2L4 | Tel: 604 859 7263

8855 202 St | Langley, BC | V1M 2N9
Tel: 604 888 7263

8828 201 St • Langley, BC • V2Y 0C8
Tel: 604 455 7263

Rates from $164 per night*

Rates from $154 per night*

Rates from $204 per night*

So Many Reasons to Stay*: Kitchenettes, executive and one-bedroom suites available |
Complimentary high speed Internet | On-site restaurants with room service | Indoor pool |
Fitness facilities | Business centre | Complimentary parking | Pet friendly | Centrally located
*Subject to availability, taxes, and applicable fees. Blackout dates and other restrictions may apply. Amenities vary by location.

Book in advance to receive exclusive rates and room types! Call and ask for the
‘Thunderbird Show Park’ rate.

sandmanhotels.com | 1 800 SANDMAN (726 3626)

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
Sandman Hotel
Langley
Sandman Signature
Langley Hotel

Thunderbird
Show Park

Mission

Langley

Langley Twp

Sandman Hotel
Abbotsford Airport

Sandman Hotel Abbotsford Airport, Sandman
Hotel Langley, and Sandman Signature
Langley Hotel are proud to be the host hotels
for Thunderbird Show Park. Conveniently
located along Highway 1, all three hotels are
just minutes from the Park.

Abbotsford

sandmanhotels.com | 1 800 SANDMAN (726 3626)

Elegance is an attitude
Simon Baker

The Longines Master Collection

